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Corunna. Fifteen years later the first volume of the
Peninsular War appeared, and if the spirits of the
illustrious dead can read the books that record their
actions on earth, that of Moore might well exclaim,
" Where has king found such a chronicler ?"

"We must go back to Charles Napier, fighting fiercely
in the enclosures between Elvina and the great battery,
and raging because the supports which might have
turned his withered effort into success were denied him.
We have seen the reason of this denial. The fall of
Moore paralysed the thinking power of those who suc-
ceeded to the command. Instead of supporting the
attack of the Fiftieth, orders were sent to recall that
regiment, and Napier and the few men who were still
with him were left alone in the extreme front. This
withdrawal from Elvina allowed the French light troops
to surround Napier's party. Finding himself thus
enclosed in a net, he gathered the few survivors around
him and made a dash to cut his way through to the
English line, but it was too late. He was surrounded
and made prisoner. Both sides would appear to have
exhausted their ammunition at this point, and the fight
was now entirely of cold steel. It is so full of graphic
detail, and gives so many glimpses of national character-
istics under stress of battle, that it had best be told in
Napier's own words.

I said to the four soldiers [Irish privates of the Fiftieth
and Forty-Second] "Follow me and we will cut through
them." Then with a^shout I rushed forward. The French-
men had halted, but now ran on to us, and just as my
spring was made the wounded leg failed, and I felt a stab in